501-1

PELL (BASIC EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITY)  GRANT PROGRAM
(CFDA No. 84.063)

Highlights

o   The  number   of  Pell   applicants   was   about  the   same  as   1n   the   previous
year.    (IIC)

o   Low-Income   freshman    students   met   approximately   one   fourth   of   their
educational expenses through the Pell grant program,    (IIC)

o   No   sexual   bias  was   observed  in  the distribution   of  funds  through  this
program.    (IIP)

o   The   participation   rate   for   Black  students   was  72  percent   higher   than
for white students.

o   From  1980  to  1982  program   participation   rates   for   freshmen   declined.
(IIC)

o   Significant   improvements   were   made   1n   the   timeliness   of   processing
applications during 1982-83.     (IIB)

I.    PROGRAM PROFILE

Legislation: Education Amendments of 1972, Title IV; PL. 92-318, 86 Stat.,
247-251; as amended PL. 94-328, PL. 94-482, PL. 95-43, PL. 95-566 and PL.
96-374, PL. 97.35, PL. 97-301 (expires Sept. 30, 1985).

Funding Since 1979;

Fiscal  Year                        Authorization                        Appropriation

1979                                    Indefinite                            $2,431 >000,OOQ]y

1980                                             "                                      2,157,000,OOQl/

1981                                                 "                                        2,604,000,OOQ2/

1982                                    2,600,000,000                            2,419,040,000

1983                                    2,800,000,000                            2,419>040,000

Purpose: Provide assistance to qualified students to help meet their costs
of undergraduate education at eligible institutions of higher education.
The program is intended to improve access to postsecondary education for
students demonstrating financial need.

Eligibility; Eligibility for Pell Grants is limited to undergraduate
students, enrolled 1n an eligible Institution and program of postsecondary
education, who are maintaining "satisfactory progress" and attend on at
least a half-time basis. Students must demonstrate financial need as deter-
mined by the schedule of expected family contribution published annually
by the Secretary 1n the Federal Register and must not receive a family
contribution of more than $1599.  Over 81 percent of the participants are between 16 and 44 years of age.
